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with most people. For instance, I found many good peo-
ple very much concerned over the separation of Panama
from Colombia as long as it was called a secession, but not
minding it at all as long as it was called a revolution! It
took me a long time to realize that they identified secession
with the action of the Southern Confederacy, and revolution
with our action in 1776! So it is in this matter. I do not in
the least care whether the form is that the voters be called
upon to decide whether the Supreme Court is right or wrong
in its interpretation of the Constitution, or whether they are
called on to decide whether they wish some specific act to
become a law, notwithstanding the Constitution.

"If you will turn to the llth amendment of the National
Constitution, you will find that there, in the administration
of the older Adams, and with the sanction of Washington,
and of all our statesmen, the people by popular vote in
constitutional manner decided that the Constitution should
be construed in the reverse way from that in which the Su-
preme Court had construed it in a given case. In this in-
stance the people acted as a tribunal which decided the
interpretation of the Constitution. But I think that the
easiest way to put the case and avoid misconception is as
you suggest, that is to say, that we propose a reasonably
quick and definite method of changing the Constitution
ad hoc on a specific case, and thus avoid the very real dan-
gers of changing the general language of the Constitution."

As a matter of fact Eoosevelt seems to have taken only
slight interest in the recall question after 1914. It is quite
possible that a decided change in the attitude of the courts
toward cases involving relations between employers and
employees had much to do with his abandonment of the
subject, for three New York decisions which he had criti-
cized most severely were reversed by the courts of last re-
sort. These reversals could reasonably be traced to an
influence upon the courts of a public opinion which his agi-
tation of the subject had produced, leading to a construc-
tion of the law more in accordance with new social condi-